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NOTES AND NEWS 



A meeting of the Aristotelian Society was held on Monday, De- 
cember 4, 1916, Dr. H. Wildon Carr, president, in the chair. A paper 
was read by Dr. Bernard Bosanquet on ' ' The Function of the State 
in promoting the Unity of Mankind. ' ' Dr. Bosanquet said, that the 
essence of the Greek and German theory of the state has been much 
mistaken by recent critics, although it has been rightly explained by 
English thinkers (e. g., Green and Lord Haldane, in the Montreal 
address). 

1. The so-called absolutism of the state is merely a caricature of 
the unique relation between a man and the community with which his 
will is united, especially in so far as it provides an adjustment of all 
practical relations. 

2 and 3. Speaking of "States" instead of "the State" has soon 
revenged itself; all the critics speak of states in terms of those de- 
fects which it is their inborn function to abolish. 

4. Essentially, according to the theory, as having the same task in 
different territories, states are cooperative. War, as Plato showed, is 
rooted in their disease. Their function is the organization of rights. 

5. The State, then, is a moral being with a conscience, and when 
its conscience is perverted, will fight for the wrong as its right. But 
it is a poor way of ensuring peace to deny its conscience under the 
name of "absolutism" instead of trying to provide for its enlighten- 
ment. Yet this is the critics' line. 

6 and 7. It is true that the moral position of the state is not com- 
parable to that of a private person, and this view is described as abso- 
lutism from unintelligence of what constitutes a moral situation and 
duty. 
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8. As to wider loyalties and units than that of the nation-state, 
There is no being like the Comtists' "humanity," and humanity as a 
quality belongs chiefly to exceptional communities. 

9. "Wider communities than the nation-state may be possible ; but 
only if they fulfil the same condition of unity, viz., a general will. 
Without this, all leagues, federations, etc., are mere force and dan- 
gerous, and with it, hardly necessary. The true outlook for peace is 
to the removal of causes of discontent by organization at home ; espe- 
cially by freedom of human intercourse and absence of privilege. 
"World-wide human relations are no reason for world-wide political 
units. A system of states each well organized at home might be just 
as peaceful and much more valuable, compared with a world-state. 
To doubt this is to harbor the barbarous suspicion which is a cause 
of war. 

The idea of a political community of humanity incapable of war, 
is mixed up with millennial superstitions, and withdraws our thoughts 
from the true line. This is, not to disparage the state, but to see that 
it completes its work of organization, by which the seeds of war 
are killed. 

In the discussion which followed Mr. Bertrand Russell maintained 
that the state was not an end in itself, and as an institution did not 
promote the highest ends. For example, anything touching religion 
has to be individual in order to be sincere. The essence of the State 
is a certain limitation of freedom, and the best people in the com- 
munity ought not to be controlled by the State. Lord Haldane con- 
tended that the State must reform itself from within, and that State 
reform could not be looked for from federations without. Professor 
J. A. Smith defined the State as the only form of human association 
which expresses a general will of its members. It was the peculiarity 
of the State to provide the conditions of the best life, not the best life 
itself. Professor J. S. Mackenzie criticized the term "general will." 
He would prefer to speak of a general system of valuation. 

Dr. Roswell Angiek, assistant professor of psychology at Yale 
University, will, during the second half year, give at Yale University 
one of the courses given by the late Hugo Miinsterberg. The other 
courses will be given by Assistant Professor H. S. Langfeld and Dr. 
L. T. Troland. 

At the University of Washington, Dr. Leonard V. Koos has been 
made associate professor of education, and Dr. Clifford "Woody has 
been appointed assistant professor in the same department. 

Mb. B. F. Pittengee, who was appointed associate in education at 
the University of Illinois for the current year, has accepted a position 
as adjunct professor of education in the University of Texas. 



